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Watershed-based approach to managing water 
resources
• Considers the cumulative impacts to all 

activities across a river basin (point and 
nonpoint sources of pollution)

• Consider all transfers into and from river 
basins (IBT’s)

• Provide that point and nonpoint sources jointly 
share the responsibility of reducing pollutants 
to the State’s waters

• Report on the goals to reduce nutrients in 
NSW watersheds

• Basin plan required every 10 years
• Basin plans are not a rule

General Statute 143-215.8B –
Basinwide water quality management plans

Provides a single location to present water 
quality and water quantity related issues

https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_143/GS_143-215.8B.pdf


Basinwide Water Resources 
Management Plans

• Goals
• Provide scientifically-based water quality and quantity analysis for planning purposes
• Provide recommendations for implementation measures by water resource agencies and volunteer 

watershed groups
• Provide ongoing support for watershed restoration and protection efforts

• Public education
• Water quality and water quantity (water demand)
• Point and nonpoint sources of pollution
• Protection measures

• Provide guidance to support decisions about water resources management
• Permitting strategies
• Nutrient management strategies
• Watershed restoration planning and implementation of best management practices
• Water supply and demand
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Basinwide Water Resources 
Management Plan Outline
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Basin Characteristics
• Geography
• Population and land cover
• Pollution Sources

Monitoring Data and Water Quality Assessment
• Overview of biological, chemical and physical parameters

Permitted and Registered Activities
• General descriptions of existing water resource programs

Local Water Quality Initiative and Funding Opportunities
• Descriptions of stakeholder groups and watershed activities

Water Use and Availability
• Summary of water use in the basin

Watershed Chapters (HUC 8)
• Watershed specific information and recommendations
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Cape Fear River Basin 
HUC 8 Map
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Cape Fear River Basin 
HUC 8 & 10 Map

Hydrologic Unit Code –
Watershed Levels
6 HUC – Basin
8 HUC – Subbasin 
10 HUC – Watershed
12 HUC – Subwatershed

Haw 
River

Deep
River

Upper Cape 
Fear River

Black 
River

Northeast 
Cape Fear River

Lower 
Cape Fear  
River
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Department of Environmental Quality

Primary Planner Contact:
Nora Deamer
nora.deamer@ncdenr.gov

https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/wa
ter-resources/water-planning/basin-
planning/river-basin-plans/cape-fear

Cape Fear Basin webpage:

Survey - https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=3IF2etC5mkSFw-zCbNftGURy0IHIs1dGgJ5QT3i27UBUQUZRUlAxVDU1V1ZSN0tTT1hSRDVCNjVaUyQlQCN0PWcu
Framework – https://deq.nc.gov/water-resources/planning-section/basin-planning/bpbcape-fearframework-cfrajuly2022
Informational flyer - https://deq.nc.gov/water-resources/planning-section/basin-planning/bpbcape-fearinformational-flyerjuly2022

mailto:nora.deamer@ncdenr.gov
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-planning/basin-planning/river-basin-plans/cape-fear
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=3IF2etC5mkSFw-zCbNftGURy0IHIs1dGgJ5QT3i27UBUQUZRUlAxVDU1V1ZSN0tTT1hSRDVCNjVaUyQlQCN0PWcu
https://deq.nc.gov/water-resources/planning-section/basin-planning/bpbcape-fearframework-cfrajuly2022
https://deq.nc.gov/water-resources/planning-section/basin-planning/bpbcape-fearinformational-flyerjuly2022


Proposed - Cape Fear River Basin Plan Timeline
Cape Fear River Basin Plan Process Due Date

Plan preparation and Stakeholder Outreach 2022

Internal Review Period December 2022

Public Review January 2023

Incorporate Changes February 2023

Premeeting & WQC Materials February 2023

WQC Meeting March 2023

Premeeting & EMC Materials April 2023

EMC Meeting May 2023
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Currently running a 
few months behind 
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Questions

Nora Deamer
nora.deamer@ncdenr.gov
919-707-9116

mailto:nora.deamer@ncdenr.gov
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